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The Influence of Team ldentification on Sense of Community in
Local Sporting Clubs

—Comparison on Team Identification between High and Low Score Groups—

Yuichiro Kubo *
Yasuo Yamaguchi *

Abstract

The purpose of this research was to examine the Influence of Team Identification (TID) on Sense
of Community in Local. Specifically, we demonstrated the relationship between TID and Sense of
Community of local residents.

Regarding the setting of this research, the respondents were citizens of Sabae City, Fukui Prefec-
ture and the target team was set as the Sabae High School gymnastics club. Sabae City has been pro-
moted gymnastics by collaborating with the city government and the sporting organizations. The Sabae
High School Gymnastics club has achieved excellent results so far and it is regarded as a symbolic club
of Sabae City.

The research method consisted of two steps. First, triangulation by researchers who specialized in
Social Science and interview with informant were conducted in order to develop the modified Team
Identification scale (Fujimoto et al., 2012) . Next, the Questionnaire was distributed to the local residents
who participated in the events. The response rate to the questionnaire was 49.6% (n=248) . In terms of
data analysis, t-test was conducted to compare the average value of Sense of Community items in the
high group and the low group. Multiple regression analysis was performed to examine the relationship
between multiple dimensions with team identification as the independent variable and Sense of Com-
munity as the dependent variable.

As a result, t-test TID high group showed a higher Sense of Community than the low group in all
items and statistically significant differences were extracted in 10 items out of 11 items. Multiple re-
gression analysis showed that “Interconnection of self’ influenced all factors of Sense of Community in
men. In women, on the other hand, “Behavioral involvement” and “Public evaluation” had an influence
on “Attachment”, “Interconnection of self’ and “Personal evaluation” had an influence on “Member con-

nectedness”, “Behavioral involvement” had an influence on “Sense of presence”.

Key Words : Team Identification, Sense of Community, Sport Promotion, Club Activity

*  Graduate School of Human Development and Environment, Kobe University 3-11, Tsurukabuto,
Nada Kobe,Hyogo 657-8501
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